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The First Annual General Meeting of the Friends of St Edmunds 

Church 

 Tuesday 23rd May 

at 7.30pm 

St Edmund’s Church 

 

Welcome:  Julian Stedman, Lay Chair of St Edmund’s Parochial Church Council 

(PCC) warmly welcomed our local community to the first Annual General Meeting of 

the Friends of St Edmunds.  He also introduced and welcomed the new Rector of 

Crickhowell, with Tretower and Cwmdu, the Rev. Rana Khan, whose role also 

includes the position of Leader of St Catwgs (Crickhowell) Ministry Area, consisting 

of 10 churches, including Brynmawr and the Vale of Grwyne.   

Julian then introduced Rosalind Matty who was taking notes, and Kaye Bennett, our 
membership Secretary, and acting as Treasurer. 

 
There then followed a few moments of silence to remember the people of 
Manchester affected by the previous night’s bombing. 

 
Julian then went on to say that we have launched the Friends with a great deal of 
enthusiasm: 

• We value working closely with the people of Crickhowell who share our love for 
this wonderful church building and its surroundings. 

• We already host events at the Walking festival, music festival and Arts Trail and 
are now looking at how the church can be used even more widely. 

• We are aware of the shortcomings of the facilities, particularly for catering and 
toilets to support major events in the town. 

• Last, but not least, we need to address the major challenges of maintaining a 
Grade 2* historic building. Much has already been done, but much more is still 
needed.  

• We already have around 30 Friends who have committed themselves, and we 
are hoping to add to their number 

 

Apologies for absence: had been received from Graham Prosser, Alexandra 

Daly, Robert Salmon, Trevor Hoskins, Jan Franks. 

 

Those present:  34 attendees were present. 

 

1) Adoption of the Constitution: Julian explained that the Constitution was based on 

the HMRC and Charities Commission model for small charities and that questions 

had already been responded to which had been raised at the Inaugural Meeting.  The 

Constitution can be amended at a future AGM should we need to make any changes.  

Julian asked for a show of hands to accept the Constitution, which was then 

accepted unanimously.   
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2) Nomination and Election of Trustees: Julian then asked for nominations for 

Trustees for the Friends of St Edmunds Committee, explaining that the Constitution 

allowed for between 3 and 10 Trustees and that he would like to encourage some 

non-church attenders to become Trustees. There would be a light demand on 

Trustees time with normally three meetings through the year, and annual elections 

with a chance to stand down if desired. 

 

The following people were both nominated and seconded by those present: 

- Julian Stedman 

- Rosalind Matty 

- Kaye Bennett 

- Jo Jones 

- Eric Gower 

- Roger Austin 

All six nominated people were duly elected “en bloc” unanimously, and all newly 

elected Trustees signed the Constitution, as required.   Julian asked Rosalind to 

circulate possible dates for the first Trustees Meeting at which the Chair, Treasurer 

and Secretary would be elected. 

 

3) Presentation of the Annual Report and Accounts, and any proposals for 

Membership Subscription: The Annual Report and Accounts (see attached) 

were accepted, and there were no questions.  Kaye Bennett was thanked for putting 

this together. 

 

4) Any other business:  Julian briefly mentioned that we are considering applying for 

a grant to help fund further major repairs to the main roof over the nave and aisles. 

We will keep the Friends informed of progress. Anthony Silwood (Church Warden) 

and Brenda Gooding (Building Manager) are responsible for the building works. 

 

5) A talk entitled “The Copper, the Screen, and the Chiming Bells” by Eric 

Gower: Julian introduced Eric and there followed a fascinating, illustrated 

presentation. 

 

6) Coffee, Tea and Cakes: were then served and enjoyed by all 

 

 


