


The war memorial Bells, Chapel etc

During the regime of the Rev George Roberts deceased (of blessed
memory) as rector of the parish it was decided to restore the church bells
and to repair the Steeple as a memorial to the men of Crickhowell and
surrounding district who fell in the Great War 1914-1918 and the
completion thus far was accomplished during rectorate of the Rev W D G
Wilkinson.

Of the bells, it is fitting to record that originally they were five in number,
but for many generations they had been out of action as a peal on
account of the dilapidated condition of the woodwork and two of them
cracked. For over 50 years only two have been used for calling
parishioners to worship. The steeple, which up to the time of the
restoration was covered with shingles of wood, had also become seriously
dilapidated after their long use of close on 100 years. The money to
provide these restorations and was obtained by Church offertories,
Voluntary Subscriptions and Sales of Work. The work entailed occupied 3
months, and at the time of the dedication which took place on Sunday
morning, November iith 1934, the whole of the necessary money had
been found, amounting approximately to £612-1s-4d. At that period there
still remained another portion of the memorial to be erected, taking the
form of a screen at the western entrance to the proposed Lady Chapel on
the south side of the Church, the old name of which was the Rumsey
Chapel.

The Dedication service on November 11th 1934 was attended by about
izo Officers and Men belonging to Crickhowell, Llangattock and District
Branch of the British Legion under the command of Major General A Solly-
Flood, CB, CMG, DSO of Porth Mawr. There was also a crowded
congregation and the Rev W D G Wilkinson, Rector, officiated. Two
minutes silence, in memory of the fallen, were observed; the Rector read
aloud their names; the "Last Post" and "Reveille" were sounded on the
bugle by Mr David Williams of Tretower, and this was followed by the
singing of the Te Deum. Lessons were read by Major General Solly-Flood.
The dedication of the memorial was impressively carried out by the
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Venerable Archdeacon J H Church Jones, vicar of St Mary's Church, Builth
Wells, and at the close the full set of eight bells were chimed for the first
time by Mr Thomas Allen, Parish Clerk. The singing of the National
Anthem brought the service to a close.

For the benefit of future posterity it is recorded here, that the bell which
is not inscribed was not included in the restoration, and was untouched
by the Bell Founders; and that prominent experts have expressed their
opinion beyond any doubt that it is a Pre-Reformation Bell and one of the
very few in this country. It is today in its original condition and its
excellent state is due to the fact of its not having been in use for very
many years. The experts also support the theory that this Bell in the
Church of St Mary's believed to have stood at Llanfair in this Parish,
before St Edmund's was built. The work of the restoration of the bells
including three new bells was carried out by Messrs Mears and Stainbank.
London and the Church Steeple by Messrs Williams, Builders, Brecon.

The dedication of the Lady Chapel, above referred to, with it ornaments
and furniture, and the screen at the western entrance to the chapel cook
place on Thursday evening 24th January 1935, in the presence of a
crowded congregation. Practically the whole of the contents of the chapel
are memorials to deceased former worshippers of St Edmund's.
The altar table was given by the family of the late Rev George Roberts
former rector of the parish, and the following inscription is carved on the
south side: To the glory of God in affectionate memory of our father
George Roberts rector of this Parish 1920-7933.

The screen has carved on it the names of the following 28 men from
Crickhowell and district who lost their lives as a result of the Great War
1914-1918:



C Beavis   PA Hill   FL Morgan   SS Powell
E Blacker   DJ Johns  W Morgan   R Pugh
VC Davies   W Jones  CB Parsons   DV Rumsey
P Drew    DJ Joseph  HS Parsons   CC Rumsey
E Dunn    AJ Leonard  JH Price   JT Rumsey
D Evans   C Lewis  RJ Price   WL Thomas
WF Cough   E Morgan  P Prosser   JES Woodman

The dedication ceremonial was conducted entirely by the Lord Bishop of
Swansea and Brecon and the following clergy were present WDC
Wilkinson Rector of Crickhowell, the Rev W Arvon Davies RD, Rector of
Cwmdu, the Rev I Oswell, Vicar of Brynmawr and his Curate, the Rev C H
Knapps, the Rev I E Lloyd Llangynidr. the Rev DI Perrot Rector of
Llanfrynach, the Rev HA Cough, Curate in charge of St. John's Tretower,
the Rev Rex Morgan, Curate of Llanelly, Breconshire.

The Bishop in his address said they were that day following the examples
of their predecessors in their endeavour to make this church still more
beautiful and sacred. He urged those present to rededicate their lives to
Cod and make themselves living memorials of that evenings service.

The church officials taking part in these two memorial services were
Captain IL Masters MC (Rector's warden), Mr E Pine-Cordon (People's
warden), Mr CL Loam organist and choirmaster and Mr Thomas) Allen
(Parish Clerk). The reredos in the Lady Chapel was the work of Messrs
Dart and Francis, Crediton, Devon. The screen was supplied by Messrs
Cornish and James, North Walsham, Norfolk to the designs of Messrs
Caröe and Co, the well known ecclesiastical architects of Westminster,
London.

The cost of furnishing the Lady Chapel was met by voluntary contributions
excepting the screen which was paid out of the War Memorial Fund. To
complete the scheme another portion of screen will be required
immediately behind the choir stalls and it is hoped that in due time this
will be carried out. At the dedication service on January 24th 1935 a
mural tablet erected on the west wall to the late Miss Constance Mary



Solly-Flood of Porthmawr, sister of the before mentioned Major-General
Solly Flood, was also dedicated. She was a generous benefactress to the
Church and Parish.

In addition to the above mentioned improvements, during the closing
month of Rectorate of the Rev W D C Wilkinson the Sanctuary carpet and
kneelers have been added. They are of blue wool and entirely handmade
by members of the Mothers' Union and Girls' Friendly Society and other
lady members of the Church under the direction of Mrs Pole. These
beautiful contributions by the band of devoted workers took several
months to make and deserve special mention in this record of parochial
energies towards beautifying St Edmund's church.

From Crickhowell Parish Minute Book, 1856-1974
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