Introducing
St Catwg
(Crickhowell)
Ministry Area

Gathering as God’s people,
Growing more like Jesus,
Going out in the power of the Spirit.
Find out more on the Diocesan Vision
website: www.gatheringgrowinggoing.com
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An Introduction
The St Catwg Ministry Area is geographically situated
north and south of the A40 between Brecon and
Abergavenny. It comprises ten churches within eight
parishes.

Map of the Ministry Area

The new Ministry Area Team Leader and Incumbent
of the Crickhowell group of churches will exercise a
leadership role as leader of a newly inaugurated
Ministry Area. Roles and responsibilities will change
over the next few years but the current team of 4
stipendiary and non- stipendiary clergy, and the
wider team of laity and clergy, are settling down well
as they await a new Leader.
All of the churches are keen and enthusiastic, and
are seeking a wise and visionary leader who is able
to identify with the different traditions and diversity
across the churches. He or she will be able to lead all
the parishes to fulfill their vision and aspirations to
grow in ministry and mission. He or she will also
support the further development of lay ministry so
that the whole team are using their gifts for the work
of sharing the Gospel in the local community.
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A Profile of St Catwg
(Crickhowell)
Ministry Area
The Ministry Area (MA) was officially inaugurated by
the Bishop in 2015, and takes its name from St Catwg,
who lived in what we now know as Llangattock but
preached, together with his family, over the area
roughly now covered by the MA.
Although only officially inaugurated in 2015, it has
built on several years of co-operation between the
parishes, shared ministry and developing lay ministry,
so that we have the blessing of a strong team
supporting the stipendiary clerics. This has been
particularly noticeable and valuable over the last year,
and will continue to be so during the interregnum.
We are also fortunate to have energetic and willing
retired clergy in the area, and other features such as
the high standard of music to be found at Llangattock,
and the beauty of our churches, such as Patricio,
which means that clergy from other parts of the
Diocese are often willing to visit and lead worship.

Administrative assistance for the clergy in the MA is
currently being researched, with a centralised MA
Office which may be based in Crickhowell.
There are also volunteers in key roles such as a
Ministry Area Council Treasurer (who deals with
matters such as Clergy travel expenses) organists
and pastoral visitors, and in due course we hope that
the work of the Children and Families Worker may
be extended across the MA.
The ambition is that evangelism becomes the shared
responsibility of the whole membership.
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What is our Vision?
Within our group of ten churches
we share a vision which:
➢

Keeps Christ at the centre of all that we do

➢ Values diversity and individuality
➢ Is committed to collaboration
➢ Is open to doing new things
➢ Is outward looking
➢

Sees us functioning as a dynamic Ministry
Area, reaching out to our communities with
the message of the Gospel.

What skills will our
leader need?
Our Ministry Area has begun!
We were one of the first Ministry Areas to be
inaugurated in the Diocese yet we are still in the
early stages of this development.
Our new priest will be both the Ministry Area Leader
and also the pastoral leader of a group of parishes.
We are therefore looking for an experienced leader
with the right skills to take us forward in both
aspects of the role. The qualities we need are:➢ The ability to develop, motivate and
empower our congregations.
➢ Excellent people management and
communication skills.
➢ A good pastor, respectful of the different
approaches to worship and church life.
➢ The ability to engage and integrate with our
local community, and to build on the work
already started by the previous incumbent.
➢ Must have a heart for the Gospel, and a
passion for people.
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Geography and Location
of the Ten Churches:
Our churches are situated in an especially beautiful
part of the Brecon Beacons National Park between
the Black Mountains to the north and north-east,
and to the south a stretch of limestone moorland
separates us from the industrial valleys of South
Wales. The towns and villages that form the parish
centres lie either in the valley of the river Usk or in
one of its tributaries, apart from Brynmawr which is
set up on the hill above the others, in a more
industrial landscape and with a larger population,
where there is a Church aided primary school with
which the parish works closely.

couples choose to hold their weddings in the area,
and there are several local venues.
The area is well-connected for transport. The Market
town of Abergavenny lying about 7 miles to the east
is on the main railway line from Cardiff to
Manchester or Holyhead, and is connected by dual
carriageways to the motorway network. The area’s
principal hospital, Nevill Hall, is situated in
Abergavenny as is the nearest supermarket – the
next nearest is in Ebbw Vale. There is a good bus
service linking Crickhowell to Abergavenny and
Brecon which at various times of the day visits
Llangattock and Llangynidr also.
Each of the churches has its own strong sense of
local identity as well as a rich history as the
individual church profiles will show. Most of the
villages within our parishes, apart from Brynmawr,
look to the small town of Crickhowell for medical
and dental facilities as well as for secondary
education and local shopping. There is a strong
Totally Locally group here which vigorously defends
the unique identity of Crickhowell High Street.

Apart from local employment, predominantly in
farming and small businesses, the area is within just
over an hour’s commuting time of Cardiff, Swansea
and Bristol. Because of its scenic attraction, many
people choose to retire to the area, but high house
prices make it difficult for young families to afford
property. The area has become very popular for
outdoor activities, among them: walking, fishing,
cycling, riding, boating (on the Monmouthshire and
Brecon Canal) and caving. There is a well-developed
tourist infrastructure of hotels, B&B’s, bunkhouses,
pubs and restaurants. There are courts, pitches etc.
for rugby, football, cricket, tennis and bowls. Many
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For a relatively small population we punch well
above our weight in cultural and social terms. The
Crickhowell Choral Society stages an ambitious music
festival over the May bank holiday and in addition
there is a chamber choir, the Unicorn Singers.
Crickhowell Open Studios organize an Art Trail over
the Spring bank holiday weekend where artists and
craftspeople exhibit in various locations throughout
our parishes. The Crickhowell Walking Festival at the
beginning of March comprises not only walks but
various talks and concerts as well; and a newlyinstigated Literary Festival is held in October. In
addition to these highpoints there is an active set of
clubs and societies meeting throughout the year.
The CRiC centre (Crickhowell Resource and
Information Centre) located in a purpose-built
building on the main road provides tourist
information and information about our numerous
activities, organizes various courses and provides
copying and internet facilities, meeting rooms and
offices for the Volunteer Bureau and an Archive
Centre.
See www.visitcrickhowell.co.uk .

St Edmund’s
Crickhowell

Local Community
Crickhowell is a small market town in the Brecon
Beacons National Park. It is named after the Iron
Age hill fort, Crug Hywel, which stands on Table
Mountain above the town. The resident population
was 2063 at the last census; almost 60% are in full or
part-time employment or are self-employed; and
78% are in good or very good health.
Tourism is the principal source of employment in the
local economy. Outside the town, there are
livestock farms which provide relatively few job
opportunities. There is also a small industrial estate
on the edge of the town. Many residents commute
to surrounding areas for employment while some
non-residents travel into Crickhowell to work.
The winding old streets and lanes in the centre of
the town lead out to housing estates of which some
are freehold and some are rented from the local
authority and housing associations. The town is well
served by a range of good shops, a health centre and
a library. Sheltered housing and a residential care
home for the elderly are sited beside the health
centre. Education is provided by the Junior School
from four to eleven years and the High School from

eleven years through to eighteen. A significant
number of properties are used for holiday homes,
including holiday lets.
In recent years the Roman Catholic, Presbyterian and
Baptist churches in the town have closed. There is an
Evangelical Church with whom we cooperate in the
Open the Book assemblies in the Primary School. In
the last year a church plant has been established in
the town by Victory Church, a Pentecostal church in
Cwmbran. There is on-going discussion about our
relationship with them and whether we might work
together to better share the Gospel.

The Church Community
People coming to Crickhowell for the first time,
whether as visitors or new residents, find St
Edmund’s an open and welcoming community. New
members are given time to find their feet but there
is ample scope for the exercise of their gifts.
There is a strong commitment to the Word of God
and prayer both at an individual and corporate level.
Spiritual gifts are recognized and encouraged which
is evidenced by the number of people who have
gone on into ordained and licensed ministry. There is
a respect for different styles of worship but none of
our services lacks space for silence and
contemplation. We want to be open to the Holy
Spirit’s guidance and there is a general willingness to
accept change.
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There is a strong and supportive fellowship, with
prayer ministry a regular feature after our morning
services. After-service refreshments are wellattended; we love food-related events and enjoy
some spectacular ‘bring and share’ suppers.
Members of the church are encouraged to join and
work within the various community activities in the
town, some of which are held in the Church building
or the Parish Hall.
Church Leadership
The Church has reviewed its leadership
arrangements over the last three years and the PCC
has agreed to the division of responsibilities
between a Ministry Team, responsible for mission
and for the spiritual development of the church, and
a Church Officers Team responsible primarily for the
fabric, finances and administration. There has always
been a strong tradition of lay participation and
leadership at St Edmund’s and with the
establishment of the Ministry Area this has become
increasingly significant. The PCC has a Lay Chair.
The Ministry Team includes a Deacon who has been
ordained as a permanent Deacon and feels called to
minister to older people which she does across the
Ministry Area. In this she is assisted by a team of 12
licensed Lay Pastoral Visitors in Crickhowell and a
growing number in other parishes in the Ministry
Area. A retired priest is a regular worshipper in
Crickhowell and provides considerable help in

preaching and presiding. We also welcome visits
from another retired priest who lives in an adjacent
Parish. There are two busy Lay Readers, and a
further Reader is in training. There are, in addition,
five licensed Worship Leaders and a small team of
Eucharistic Assistants. One of the Readers was
employed last year as a part-time Children and
Families Worker.
The Church Wardens have been extremely active in
recent years bringing both the administrative
arrangements up to date and in addressing repairs
and improvements to the fabric of the church. In
recognition of this, Assistant Wardens have been
appointed to assist them in their work.

and movements within the community. As well as
generously supporting mission outside the parish,
we have an active mission group who organize
evenings with mission speakers several times a year.
Two of our members spend roughly half the year in
India working on a medical project under the
auspices of OM.

On the third and fourth Sundays there is a more
contemporary Holy Communion service using a
modern rite. The music is led by a worship group of
singers and musicians. The choice of music leans
towards the contemporary but traditional hymns are
sung to organ accompaniment. Children’s activities
are provided at this service.

Under the leadership of the Children and Families
Worker and a dedicated team of helpers there are a
number of initiatives to share the Gospel with
children, young people and their parents: Family@4
(Messy Church), as already mentioned; Open the
Book in the Primary School and in several other
schools in the Ministry Area; Messy Monday – a
parent & toddler group in the Parish Hall; services
four times a year for the under 5’s; and a hugely
popular Crib Service.

On the second Sunday there is a joint service of Holy
Communion at 9:30 which uses a liturgy devised by
representatives of both congregations which is
specifically intended to be distinct from both the
other liturgies. The service has been running for just
over a year and it is disappointing to say that the
average attendance has fallen well below the
combined attendance for the two services on other
Sundays.
Worship
There are several regular Sunday congregations:
The 8:15 service of Holy Communion is attended in
the main by older people. Numbers vary from 18-24
people. The service follows the Church in Wales
Book of Common Prayer (1984) for use in the
Communion Service. This is a quiet peaceful service
that lasts for 45 minutes and is precious to all those
who attend. This service meets on the first, third and
fourth Sundays of every month.
At 10:45 on the first Sunday of the month there is a
lay-led service of Morning Praise for all ages. When
baptisms of children and adults take place, it is
usually during this service.

In the afternoon of the second Sunday we hold
Family@4 – our implementation of the Messy
Church concept – which has been running for over
six years. Two dozen or more adults and children
meet for activities, worship and a meal together.
Mission, Fellowship and Pastoral Care
We believe that our involvement with the
community is a key part of our mission. This involves
us, on one hand, in making our building available for
community use, even vacating it on two Sundays a
year: once for the Music Festival and once to provide
exhibition space for the Art Trail. On the other hand,
members are encouraged to integrate into activities
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After several years without a youth group a group
known as TAB sprang into being centred on bellringing. As well as practising ringing the church bells
they also have a hand-bell group and general youth
club activities.
The church complies with the Church in Wales
Safeguarding Policy for children and vulnerable
adults and our DBS checks have recently been
updated.

Pastoral care for the elderly is overseen by our
Deacon and the Lay Pastoral Visitors. Within our
parish the elderly and housebound are visited, home
communion is administered and services and other
activities organized at the residential care home for
the elderly and in the sheltered housing complex
nearby.

Buildings
St. Edmund’s Church was built at the end of the
thirteenth century. A prominent feature of the
church is its spire, clad with oak shingles and soaring
above the central tower. The spire can be seen for
many miles around and it provides a continuing
landmark of Christian worship.
Some of the pews from the south aisle have been
relocated to create a more flexible space for
additional activities. Stackable seating can be placed
in specific areas which brings the maximum seating
capacity of the church to 315.

There are two homegroups which meet throughout
the year for study, prayer and fellowship, an interdenominational men’s prayer breakfast twice a
month, and several people are members of the local
cross-parish Mother’s Union group. We hold an
annual Lent course which this year is being attended
by people from several parishes in the Ministry Area.
Parts 1 & 2 of the “Pilgrim” course have been
completed by a group from Crickhowell and the Vale
of Grwyney group of parishes.
Finances
St Edmund’s is blessed by not having major historic
endowments. Church funds almost always show a
surplus at the end of the year – the small (less than
£1,000) deficit in the 2014 accounts is regarded by
the treasurer as a shameful blot on an unblemished
record over recent years. 2015 was back into surplus.
There is an envelope scheme but the largest part of
the giving comes by Gift Aided direct debit. The
Parish Share is met entirely from giving and it is our
aim to pass on a tithe of our giving towards mission
at home and abroad.

Perceived Weaknesses and Concerns
All our congregations, except Family@4 are ageing.
There are a few families with children and young
people but not at present sufficient to secure the
future of the church. At the same time many of our
services are not usually appropriate for children and
families. It is hoped that the recent appointment of
the Children and Families Worker will soon begin to
rectify this.
There are now only three churches in the town, all of
them with an evangelical outlook. It must surely be
possible for us to work together better than we are
for the sake of the Gospel, however sometimes
there is a reluctance to work in partnership and
share resources with other local denominations.
Although we expend large quantities of time and
money on our building we still lack key facilities:
sufficient toilets, a proper kitchen and flexible
meeting spaces. Many in the church, but by no
means all, feel that the pews in the building inhibit
the flexible use of the space we have.

The church is a Grade 2* listed building. The most
recent quinquennial inspection was in 2014 and
showed the church to be in good condition apart
from some roof problems for which a repair is now
in hand. Our heating and lighting systems and our
audio-visual facilities have also been recently
upgraded. It is very much part of our vision that our
building should be available as a resource for the
whole community. The church is open during
daylight hours and many tourists and pilgrims visit
our historic church.
The church also has access to the nearby Parish Hall,
for larger group activities. The incumbent and the
two church wardens are the managing trustees of
the Parish Hall which is governed as a separate
charity, apart from the church.
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Hopes and Dreams
It is hoped in future to increase the part-time role of
the Children and Families Worker to full-time
perhaps by other parishes in the ministry area
joining with us in the project.
We would like at some stage to employ a full-time
youth worker for the Ministry Area. We would like
evangelism to be a shared responsibility over the
whole membership.

St. Michael and All
Angels, Cwmdu

The Local Community
The parish of Llanfihangel Cwmdu (“the Glebe of St
Michael in the Black Valley”) (usually, simply 'Cwmdu')
is situated in the lee of the Black Mountains. Part of
the Brecon Beacons National Park, it is roughly seven
miles long and three miles wide, and is arguably one of
the most beautiful parts of Wales.

Cwmdu is a friendly and supportive village. It has a
strong community spirit; for example, it has its own
private water supply managed by members of the
Cwmdu Water Undertaking Committee using volunteer
village labour to replace pipes etc.. Cwmdu Sustainable
Energy Group meets monthly and maintains a
community woodland. There are also community
allotments. Cwmdu Eisteddfod, which is held annually
in the village hall, is still flourishing after 90 years. The
successful Annual Show and the Sheepdog Trials are
also both examples of our strongly rural community.
A charity, called Friends of Cwmdu Music, was
established in 2014. It holds four concerts a year in the
Church (which has excellent acoustics). One of its
charitable aims is to support the fabric of the Church.
Buildings
A church dedicated to St. Michael, was consecrated in
1060, possibly on an older Celtic site. The tower is the
oldest part of the current structure and is thought to
date from 1430.

The population is about 200 (St. Michael’s electoral
roll, 25). About half live in the village and half are
spread out over numerous hill farms, many of which
are now simply used as dwellings. There is a fairly even
population spread throughout the age-groups and a
mix between natives of the area and those who have
moved in from elsewhere. The community is
overwhelmingly white and English-speaking.
Cwmdu still thinks of itself, basically, as a farming
community. However, probably more of the
inhabitants have other occupations (mainly in one of
the local towns, though some commute much further
afield), or are retired. Tourism accounts for relatively
few full-time jobs, although the parish contains a
camping/caravan site, the Farmers’ Arms, the Mynydd
Du Tearooms, one or two B & B’s and a few holiday
cottages. Poor broadband, and non-existent mobile
coverage, means that remote IT-enabled work is
difficult. There are no shops and only two buses a
week.

By 1825, when Thomas Price was appointed vicar of
Cwmdu, the building had evidently fallen into a
considerable state of disrepair. Carnhuanawc (the
bardic name for this man of outstanding energy) is
remembered as a poet, Welsh historian and pioneer in
Welsh education: his tomb is in the churchyard, and is
visited regularly. His Church stood "a tottering pile of
ruins" and in 1830 he raised a loan to enable major
restoration to be carried out. Subsequently, there has
been one further major alteration (in 1908), to result in
the present-day building with a tower, nave, south aisle
and chancel.
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The building is Grade 2* listed and some of the items
both inside and outside are also listed in their own
right. During 2001 the whole Church was re-roofed,
with the aid of various grants and fund-raising by the
community.
There is a ring of six bells (by Evan Evans of Chepstow,
dated 1719), which are special in that they are a
‘maiden ring’ – i.e. they are as cast and have never
needed any tuning. They were re-hung in 1997, with
the aid of an HLF grant, and, after a lapse of about 50
years, are now in regular use. There is an active band of
bellringers, who practice every Tuesday evening and
ring on most Sundays, as well as to celebrate other
occasions.
General repairs, cleaning and maintenance of the
churchyard are carried out by a band of volunteers
which includes a weekly grass-cutting session
throughout the season.
Issues
Our congregation is diminishing and most regular
church attendees are over 60. Attendance averages 10.
Since the closure of the village’s Church in Wales
Primary School, children and young people are largely
absent from the Church. Much of the effort of the PCC
is expended on raising money to preserve the fabric
rather than on the mission of the Church. However, the
congregation will work enthusiastically with the new
incumbent to reverse these trends.
Worship style is traditional, with Holy Communion on
every Sunday except one when Morning Prayer is held.
The Green Prayer Book is used. There are no weekday
services except on Good Friday.
On the positive side, the opportunity to cooperate with
other parishes and to share worship with them has
been welcomed, and other congregations seem to
enjoy their visits to Cwmdu. There is support in the
village for some activities that the Church holds, such
as the annual curry quiz, which raises money for
Hospice Africa in Uganda. We are fortunate that a
priest lives in the parish and often presides at our Holy
Communion Services.

St John’s Church
Tretower

monthly Coffee & Chat which is very popular. Songs
of Praise is becoming an annual event and this is
held in the summer in the grounds of Tretower
Court.
So far we have managed to put on a Flower Festival
every three years. With our very small band of
people this is quite an effort but does attract many
people.
Many films are made in Tretower which is good for
the village as they use the hall.

The Local Community
The parish of Tretower is at the junction of two
valleys in the Black Mountains in the Brecon
Beacons National Park with beautiful views all round.
A small village surrounded by farmland in between
Crickhowell and Cwmdu, it has a population of
around 100 with 36 on St John’s electoral role.
Many of the residents come from Tretower and
many have moved here. There are also some
holiday homes.
In the village are the ruins of an 11th Century Castle
and 13th Century court, Tretower Court and Castle.
These beautiful buildings attract many tourists to the
village which is a great bonus but we no longer have
a pub, shop or smithy and only two buses a week.
Broadband and phone signals are poor.

Buildings
St John’s Church is on the site of a chapel dated
1234. By 1705 it was known as a ‘Chapel-of Ease’ to
the mother church of St Michael’s Cwmdu, then also
dedicated to St. Michael. The building deteriorated
badly until bought by the Glanusk Trustees in 1860.
It was altered and rebuilt in 1886 by the patron Lord
Glanusk. The architect was J.L. Pearson who
designed the Parish Room (now the Village Hall) ten
years later. Both were built at Lord Glanusk’s
expense.
The fabric of the church is in constant need of work,
particularly the vestry at the moment although much
work has been done.

The village has an excellent village hall with an active
committee which puts on a Christmas party and
other events. The PCC use it for church events, such
as the very successful Quiz night with pancakes, and
a beetle drive. etc During the summer, teas are put
on in the hall for visitors to the castle and court in
aid of the church, and the church kneeler group
meet there monthly to sit and sew and chat. We
have nearly 50 kneelers now. There is also a
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Issues
Attendances average 12 and there is a diminishing
congregation. There are virtually no children living in
the village and an ageing population. There are few
weddings or Baptisms but several Funerals. The
fabric of the church is a constant concern. However
as with our sister church, Cwmdu we intend to work
enthusiastically with the new incumbent to reverse
these trends.
Worship is traditional with Evensong held every
Sunday except on the first Sunday when there is a
Eucharist. Harvest Festival brings in many more
people and we share a Carol Service with Cwmdu,
hosting it on alternate years. There are several
shared services with other churches which are well
attended.
On Good Friday we hold a Tenebrae service.

St Catwg’s Church
Llangattock

Outreach
A Church in Wales Primary School with 110 pupils is
located within the village which operates to a very
high standard and was highly rated in a recent Estyn
inspection. Several members of the congregation are
engaged in presenting “Open the Book” on a weekly
basis and also assist in the delivery of RE. The
choirmaster visits regularly to give singing and piano
lessons and “school services” are held on a termly
and “Special Occasion” basis. The link between
church and school is going from strength to strength.
The church is also a base for the well known Unicorn
Singers and is a frequent rehearsal venue for
Crickhowell Choral Society.

Worship is conducted to a very high liturgical
standard and is imaginatively expressed in modern
language and with regard to the festivals of the
church.
We have a robed choir comprising of a number of
boys and girls and male and female adults, led by a
professionally qualified and enthusiastic Organist
and Choirmaster.
Worship is also greatly enhanced by a team of
experienced and dedicated flower arrangers, a well
established team of bell ringers and six Eucharistic
Assistants.

Buildings
The fabric of the building is in exceptionally good
order and a Quinquennial Inspection has just been
completed. The building is supported by a healthy
Fabric Fund which has existed for the past 30 years
and is now to be augmented by annual donations
from the Friends of St. Catwg's launched in 2015.
The Churchyard is “Closed” and we are currently
engaged in a conservation project and work with the
community in attempting to gain Green Flag status.
The Tower Room houses the famous Brute Collection
of memorials and this is, of course, a tourist
attraction.

The Local Community
The Parish is situated to the south side of the River
Usk within sight of St. Edmund's, Crickhowell and has
a population of approx. 1000.
The church itself is of 13th century origin and has a
fine collection of important Victorian stained glass
windows; it also houses the village stocks! It has a
very comfortable church room, built in 1992 and
accessed via a small door from the belfry and double
doors from the North aisle.

The Christmas activities of Christingle and Nativity
Play attract a packed church on each occasion.
We have quite a reputation for our themed Flower
Festivals, which we have held several times during
the past 10 years and which have provided a
considerable fund raising opportunity.

The Community Remembrance Sunday Service has
attracted increasingly growing congregations, as
does the Community Harvest Supper arranged in
conjunction with Bethesda Chapel.
At Easter the church is decorated with over 200 lilies
which have been purchased as a result of door-todoor-delivered invitations to the village, to donate in
memory of loved ones.
We have sustained, over 30 years, an active Sunday
School with attendance currently higher than it has
been for some time and it is hoped that this growth
will be maintained via the increasing involvement
with the school.
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Mission
We have links with CMS and AIM and have a policy
of supporting three nominated charities each year.
Harvest collections have, traditionally, been given to
Tearfund and we participate in the house to house
collection during Christian Aid Week.

St Cynidr and St Mary’s
Church, Llangynidr

The Local Community
Llangynidr itself is constantly growing and the
housing stock ranges right through all types and sizes
from stone cottages to new, social-housing terraces.
The canal and river draw visitors, not to mention the
excellent opportunities for walking. The village
Primary School is close to the church in 'upper'
village, as is the Red Lion pub whose toilet facilities
we are allowed to use, having none of our own. The
Village Hall, playing fields and car park lead on down
to 'lower' village where is found the garage, canal,
shop and river.
The church congregation of 15-20 per Sunday is an
ageing one but happy and friendly, with a core of
hard-working people. We hold Coffee Mornings,
concerts and take a stall at the village Agricultural
Show annually. An ecumenical group takes 'Open
the Book' into the school and the school visits church
for Christingle. Over the years we have established a
pattern of united services with the URC and Baptist
chapels, which we value. We look forward to, and
hope for, a new strengthening as we grow into a
thriving Ministry Area, through a greater sharing of

our collective resources and a widening of our circle
of friends in Christ.

Buildings
Llangynidr Parish Church sits in the middle of its
now-closed graveyard that is, in turn, surrounded by
houses. There has been a place of worship on the
site probably since the mid-sixth century but after a
disastrous fire in 1928, the 1873 building had to be
restored and so is relatively new and not listed. It is
quite small and it is always remarked upon how
peaceful and welcoming it feels. We keep it
unlocked during the day as a place for rest and
spiritual refreshment and hope it is respected as a
community asset for this purpose. The newly
smartened village War Memorial stands at the road
edge of the graveyard and the village celebrates
Remembrance Sunday there before moving into
church.
Issues
It has to be said we struggle financially, particularly
since the institution of the new formula for the
Parish Share, but we have a good group of Friends of
the Church that support the maintenance of the
building. Volunteers keep the graveyard under some
control.
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St Elli, Gilwern

The Community

The Parish Church of St Elli in Llanelly, mostly built
between 1175 and 1250, is an area on the side of a
hill near to the expanding town of Gilwern, a parish
of some 5 000 souls. Currently the A465 is being
widened, and when complete, the result will be that
Gilwern will be directly connected by dual
carriageway from Newport to the south east, to
Neath via Merthyr Tydfil to the west. During the
early industrial revolution in the 17th and 18th
centuries, the Clydach Gorge cutting across the
parish became important and grew enormously
economically and socially, resulting in the growth of
the communities of Clydach North, Clydach South,
Llanelly Hill, and Blackrock. This also resulted in an
extension being built onto the church, the north
aisle, and extensive new graveyards, which reflect
both the increased population and the increased
wealth of the parish. The church also contains a war
memorial window from 1920 which is the focus of an
annual remembrance event for the community,
which includes local councillors and the Mayor of
Abergavenny.

The Church

The weekly congregation averages about 25 on
Sundays, and about 8 midweek. Sunday worship
alternates between a formal Matins based upon the
1662 Book Of Common Prayer, and Eucharists based
upon the Church in Wales 2004 rite, both
accompanied by either organ or piano. Christmas
and Easter congregations are typically about 30 to
40. Each Sunday there is a Sunday school during the
main service time, which currently meets in the
Rectory. A team from the congregation have been
formally licensed as lay pastoral visitors, and they
visit the ill and frail from the community, and
maintain the links of Christian fellowship and
friendship, and neighbourly concern. Each month a
group go to the Glaslyn residential nursing home to
sing hymns and songs, and to pray with the
residents. Each year the congregation gather funds
and send money to various charity links that we
support ; We also have a relationship with a vicar in
Istanbul, the Rev. Ian Sherwood whose church has
been aiding refugees, to whom we also send money.

Worship and activities

In Gilwern itself there is also a new hall and car park
built in 1990 which is used for monthly and mid
week services, as well as for a weekly tots group, an
art group, and a Saturday morning coffee-and-cake
drop-in. The coffee is ground, and the cakes
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homemade, so all is good. This hall is warm and well
appointed, with an office and records room, a
kitchen and toilets, and is useful for occasional social
and community events; each year we have a
pancake tea, a harvest lunch, a lent lunch, and
musical events, for the patronal festival in July. We
have also used the hall for a 24/7 Prayer sleepover
with teenagers, and for other youth events, and film
nights. The largest annual event is the Nativity Carol
Service in the hall, which gathers 80 or 90 people all
told, which is the capacity of the hall.

Each Monday evening there is also an ecumenical
Bible study which meets either in the Rectory, or
else in the house of a neighbour from the Bethlehem
Baptist Chapel; a genial and friendly group with a
happy and spiritual atmosphere. An ecumenical
group from most of the Gilwern churches also
present Open The Book school assemblies in nearby
Gilwern primary school, a school of some 200
children. This OTB team is now in its fifth year of
being run by churches working together. Each year
on Gilwern High St there is also a Victorian Christmas
fair organised by Hope Baptist church and the
Community Council, and last year the Church hall
hosted refreshments and stalls, and a Victoria
sponge cake competition, adjudicated by the
Woman’s Institute.

St Mary the Virgin,
Brynmawr

The Community
The parish of Brynmawr (the name translates as Big
Hill ) was once an industrial village at the eastern
end of the Heads of the Valleys road and is all well
above 1,000 feet. The Parish consists of just the
village, but once you step outside the built up area
you are in not just another Parish but another
Diocese, the Parish being virtually surrounded by the
Diocese of Monmouth. However, we still belong to
the Diocese of Swansea and Brecon, partly for
historical reasons, but mainly now because of the
very good Church School in the Parish.
The population is around 5,000 if Nantyglo is
included, which is not part of the Parish but attaches
to it. The village has become partly commuter land
for Abergavenny and further afield because of the
low house prices but the congregation is mainly
drawn from the older long term residents of the
village with some from the neighbouring village of
Beaufort. About four youngsters attend fairly
regularly and a couple of young families but most of
the congregation is over 60, as is most of the Church
in Wales.

The Church
St Mary’s Church was
built in 1900 and is not
listed. It is large, seating
well over 200 and
because of its exposed
position almost impossible
to heat in winter,
however there is an
attached car park. There
is one regular Sunday
service, a said Eucharist at 9.30 am (Modern Rite
with hymns) The congregation is around 20 and
dropping gradually by what might politely be
termed “natural wastage”. There is also a
Wednesday said Eucharist at 10.00am with a
congregation of between 5 and 10 people. The
church is well used for Funerals and Baptisms, the
latter largely because of the church school
connection. We work closely with our church school
and they come up to the church as individual classes
as part of the RE curriculum and also for regular
monthly school Eucharists and seasonal celebration
services for Christmas, Easter, Harvest etc. There is
also normally an annual school Confirmation Service,
this year with 10 candidates. We also run a weekly
church club after school on a Wednesday in the
school, which has a normal attendance of between
20 and 30 children."St. Mary’s Voluntary Aided
Church in Wales Primary School is a vibrant and
caring place with a warm friendly atmosphere. This
bright and colourful school is a place where children
are encouraged to reach their potential as citizens of
Wales and the wider world." Quote from a School
Registered Inspector
Financially the church pays its way, being able to
meet normal bills from the collection and other
income. There is a small parish share debt but this is
being paid off at £1,000 a year with current parish
share being fully met, as are clergy expenses. We are
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in the process of selling the church hall, which
belongs to the Parish, and intend using the money
raised from this to install toilets and a kitchenette in
the main church building. We have recently
purchased a “Digital Hymnal” after our organist
retired as we could not find another regular organist.
Outreach and Mission
The area is ripe for mission with several “sink”
estates and if the right people could be motivated
there are ways into these, and indeed general
outreach into the area through the church school,
but the present small, elderly congregation is not
able to take up these opportunities. But perhaps this
can be part of the larger mission effort of the
Ministry Area of which we will become fully part
when our present Vicar retires at the end of 2017.
We have been promised by the Archdeacon that the
present cleric will be replaced but obviously this will
be with a new member of the Ministry Area clergy
team rather than a new incumbent for Brynmawr.
A new build Vicarage was purchased when the
present Incumbent came to the parish six years ago,
it being a well appointed five bedroom house with
an integral garage and easily maintained garden
sited above the churchyard.

The Vale of Gwryne
Parish - Overview
The River Gwryne is a tributary of the Usk, running
north into the Black Mountains until it touches the
border with Monmouthshire. The landscape is
beautiful, popular with walkers, but no more
prosperous that other rural areas with no public
transport, ageing populations and lack of
employment opportunities.

For all the retained separation, however, there is
much more that the three congregations share: as
well as the administrative framework already in
place they have a reasonably traditional style of
worship, but minds open to liturgy refreshed by
innovation, and support for the church primary
school which serves the whole valley.
Because of the way the parishes had already been
working together, including lay-led services to allow
the Rector time to get among the three churches,
the transition to the Ministry Area has actually
meant little change for the Vale of Gwryne. We have
had to think on a slightly wider scale, but it has been
very much an extension of what we were already
doing rather than a radical change.

bell-ringing practice, church services and to mark
special events such as the Queen's 90th birthday.
Visiting groups of bell-ringers often ask to ring there
and ringers from Llanbedr often ring in other
churches across Wales and into Herefordshire.
We have just carried out a major restoration of the
roof, with HLF funding, improving the lighting and
disabled access at the same time, as well as
installing a new sound system. As part of the HLF
requirement to improve access to the history of the
building we are now involved in an exciting
community textile project, sewing panels to hang in
the church illustrating the stories of the people who
have lived around the village.
Activities

St Peter’s Llanbedr

The Vale of Gwryne Parish (VoG) was formed in 2014
from three previous parishes which had already
worked together for many years as a single
incumbency: Llanbedr, Llangenny and Patricio. The
three had often held joint services, joint PCC
meetings to discuss common issues, and held a joint
bank account to administer clerical expenses and
other shared responsibilities. The merger was
consequently smooth, more a matter of clarifying
administrative details than any radical change in
practice. Each church has kept its own church
council with sub-wardens, who is turn serve on the
VoG PCC. For simplification, particularly because
Llanbedr was already in the throes of a major
fundraising project, finance has also been kept
separate.

The Church
Llanbedr, or more formally Llanbedr Ystrad Yw, is the
largest of the three Gwryne churches, first
consecrated in 1060, with 14th and 15th century
additions and a Victorian refurbishment, so that we
now have a spacious building with two aisles and an
enclosed vestry next to the Chancel. The church has
a “good peal” of six bells, used regularly for weekly
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As part of the Crickhowell Open Studios in May each
year the church is used for art exhibitions which
have been very successful, and there have been
occasional concerts. The acoustic in front of the
chancel arch is wonderful, so as part of the recent
work we also made it possible to remove
(temporarily!) the front three rows of pews, so
increasing the performance space. The next stage of
works (hopefully during 2017) will involve installing
efficient heating, lavatories and catering facilities, so
that concerts, exhibitions and community events will
be more comfortable. The congregation at Llanbedr

is usually around 12, but the primary school have
been holding services in the church at regular
intervals, when many friends and family members
come in, and this close link between church and the
school has been reinforced by Open the Book
delivered weekly in the school by church volunteers.
Children from the school are now on the church
flower rota and church members support school
events such as the fete and Christmas bazaar.
Worship
Lay members of Llanbedr congregation have been
leading morning prayer and evensong for roughly
ten years now, and although this was initially limited
to the Vale of Gwryne churches they now regularly
lead services in other Ministry Area churches when
there are no ordained ministers available.
The Community
Llanbedr village has a pub as well as the school, and
a mixed population of farmers, families, retired
people and commuters to the local towns, including
Cardiff and Bristol. Four low-cost houses will be
finished during 2016 which will be occupied by
young families with local links, which will boost the
school and reduce the average age of the
population. There is a well-used village hall with a
busy programme of regular weekly classes and
events catering for all ages, and the Harvest Supper
held there after the Harvest Festival each year is
famous.

St Cenau’s, Llangenny

The Local Community
St Cenau's serves those living in the lower part of the
Vale of Grwyne Parish. Llangenny is situated in and
over a small wooded river valley which extends to
the village of Glangrwyney, where the river Grwyne
joins the Usk. Both settlements have a strong
community ethos. The population consists of a few
hundred people dispersed around the area.
The church and hall is situated in the picturesque
hamlet of Llangenny which includes a church-owned
and managed playground. The local pub is also a
community centre.
The village of Glangrwyney, which straddles the A40,
is also part of the church’s catchment. It has its own
community hall and pub and some residents are
involved in church life attending services and social
functions. The village also has a Baptist Chapel.
The area is rural in outlook with some residents
involved in local tourism and agriculture but many
commuting further afield, as there are good road
links to the Heads of the Valleys and the
Torfaen/Newport region.
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The area is particularly attractive to retired people
due to both its natural beauty and the high quality of
life engendered by a supportive and safe
environment. Children in both villages attend the
local church school in nearby Llanbedr.
The church is proactive in encouraging community
events in the well-equipped and recently renovated
old school village hall. Such activities as Messy
Church, Christmas concerts, hosting a week long
flute school, Christian courses and an annual Hog
Roast are all well attended by local people.
The children’s playground is currently operated by
the church with the assistance of local residents.
Congregation and Buildings
There is a communion service each Sunday, except
on the third Sunday of the month which usually
takes the form of Evening Prayer. The attendance
varies between 16 to 28 people with larger
attendances at Festivals. Some of the congregation
have a long standing affinity with St Cenau's and
although no longer living in the village still choose to
attend on a regular basis.
The church of St Cenau, which dates back to the 13th
Century, is in good structural order, having been
extensively renovated in 2011. The building is Grade
2* listed.

Church Life
Worship is traditional and there is a willingness to try
new approaches, particularly when this can be seen
to reach out to the wider community. There is an
active Church Council which oversees the running of
St Cenau's and also considers issues relating to the
care of two properties adjacent to the church . The
Church has a long history of giving financial support
to mission both in the UK and overseas. It is also
committed to being relevant to its local community
and recognises the need to connect more effectively
with those living on the newer estates in
Glangrwyney. Although regular attendance by
families and children is infrequent, the services
linked to the church school in Llanbedr, such as Crib
and Easter services, are well supported.

St Issui, Patricio

The Local Community
Patricio serves a small and scattered community
mainly of farmers and smallholders, together with a
few individuals working from home in commerce or
commuting to nearby towns, or who are retired.
Regular church attenders number 10 made up of
those from nearby hamlets and some loyal
supporters from further afield who are “called to

prayer” via email every two weeks. Congregations
for Easter and Christmas services usually swell to
over 60. There is no village in the conventional sense
nearby and houses and cottages are scattered, so
that the church affords an important centre of
attention. There are perhaps twenty five households
nearby.
The community has a strong cohesive spirit. All those
living locally regard the church as “theirs” and have
always acted ecumenically to support it in cases of
need. The community is English-speaking but has a
strong sense of its Welsh roots.
The Church building
Patricio church is often voted as a favourite church
by those who visit this “mountain church:” parking is
restricted due to the nature of the terrain. The
building and its surroundings is listed Grade I and is
named for the Martyr Issui, said to have been a
Celtic holy man of uncertain provenance, living
possibly as early as the 6th Century. It is said he
inhabited a monastic cell by the side of the holy well
(well visited) still to be found close by the approach
road to the church, and legend has it that there he
was murdered by an ungrateful passer-by. Perhaps
for this reason, perhaps because the church itself
shows such fine craftsmanship, visitors on pilgrimage
to the church and passing walkers are very
numerous. The church is open every day, and is very
small. To the west is a tiny chapel with an offset
stone altar marked with 6 consecration crosses,
which may indicate the saint’s grave. In the main
church the nave and chancel are thought to have
been first built in the 12th century. Carving on the
stone font indicates that it was fashioned in the 11th
century. The carved oak rood screen is particularly
notable for its quality of workmanship. The church
still retains some of its original wall paintings, among
them a dauntingly-splendid Doom figure complete
with spade and hourglass, loved and written about
by Ian Hislop and Simon Jenkins. In addition there is
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a good collection of 18th century stone memorials
honouring local families, crafted by members of the
Brute family of stonemasons then living in the
nearby village of Llanbedr. Outside the church, close
to the south door, stands a 14th century preacher’s
cross which marks the spot where Archbishop
Baldwin is said to have preached the 3rd crusade in
1188. From the approach through the churchyard
and once inside, it is hard to leave.
Activities
Services are held twice a month on first and third
Sundays normally the Eucharist at 11.15 am. The
Green prayer book is used and the style is
traditional. Joint all-parish services on some 5th
Sundays, and special services on Good Fridays also
take place.
People are attracted to the services from a very wide
area. The church is sometimes used for low key,
appropriate musical events. The visitors’ book
indicates an astonishing variety, as well as quantity
of visitors, from all the continents except, so far,
Antarctica.

The Diocese of Swansea & Brecon
Geography
The geographical extent of the Diocese, about 130 miles from end to end, can be seen on
the attached map of the Province of Wales.
The Diocese borders all the other 5 Welsh Dioceses, as well as the English Diocese of
Hereford. It covers much of the old counties of Brecon and Radnor, the Swansea Valley, the
City and County of Swansea and Gower, together with small areas along the Heads of the
Valleys. Swansea, the second city of Wales, accounts for the bulk of the civil population of
the Diocese and is the business, social, cultural, economic and commercial centre of the
West Wales region. Brecon, in contrast, is an historic market and garrison town at the heart
of Powys, and has a significantly different pace of life. Apart from our own Diocesan
structures, tourism and outdoor pursuit activities, there are few natural links between
Swansea and Brecon, and great efforts have therefore been made over the years to ensure
that the Diocese continues to work as a single unit.
There are 2 Archdeaconries: Brecon and
Gower. At the beginning of 2016 the
number of Area Deaneries substantially
reduced down so that there are now 2
Area Deaneries in Gower, and 2 in
Brecon. There are about 200 churches
with around 75 stipendiary clerics and a
small number of non-stipendiaries.
There is a wide range of lay ministries,
the steady rise of which has allowed the
Diocese to make better use of a range
of strengths, skills and talents. The
geographically larger Archdeaconry of
Brecon is totally rural, with a few small
towns - Knighton, Llandrindod Wells,
Builth Wells, Hay on Wye and
Crickhowell, as well as Brecon. These
towns act as centres for the widely
scattered villages and isolated farms.
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Archdeaconry of Brecon

Archdeaconry of Gower

30 km.

The Diocese of Swansea & Brecon
The Diocesan Vision
At the Diocesan Conference in 2012, a new vision
initiative was formally adopted as the basis for the
next five years of Diocesan life. Along with the recent
Harries Review of the Province, this envisages a new
style of ministry being developed which will require
significant changes of practice and emphasis, in
particular the development of mission areas and
ministry teams. This means that at the moment we
are living in an interim period in terms of structures.

The Crickhowell Rectory
The attractive modern rectory is situated in Rectory
Lane, a quiet road some 3 minutes’ walk from the
church. The ground floor comprises entrance hall,
dining room, lounge, good sized kitchen, study and
an en-suite bedroom which could also serve as a
second living room. Upstairs there are three more
bedrooms and a bathroom. Outside, there is a
garage, parking for three cars, an easy to maintain
garden with patio area, and wonderful views of the
Brecon Beacons and Usk Valley.
The creation of a Ministry Area office between the
house and the garage is being researched and
planning permission has now been obtained.

Further information may be obtained from:
The Archdeacon of Brecon,
The Ven Alan Jevons,
The Vicarage,
Llangors,
Brecon.
LD3 7UG
Tel: 01874 658298, Email:
archdeacon.brecon@churchinwales.org.uk
The Area Dean,
The Revd. Canon Rowland Edwards,
The Vicarage,
Bronllys,
Brecon.
LD3 0HS
Tel: 01874 711200, Email: rowlbar@talktalk.net
Informal visits to the parish are welcomed.
Please contact the Archdeacon for an informal
discussion.
Application forms to be returned by 12 noon on
Friday 30 September 2016, to:

Language
The Church in Wales pursues a bilingual policy.
Welsh is still commonly spoken in a number of
communities in the Diocese but the ability to speak
Welsh is not a requirement for this post. Services in
this group of churches are led in English.

The Secretary to the Board of Nomination,
The Reverend Stephen Griffith,
The Clergy House,
Cathedral Close,
Brecon.
LD3 9DP
Interviews will likely be held early October.
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Appendix A

Crickhowell
Cwmdu

April 3rd

April 10th

April 17th

April 24th

May 1st

8.15 Holy Communion
10.45 Morning Praise & Baptism

9.30 Holy Communion
16.00 Family @4

8.15 Holy Communion
10.45 Holy Communion

8.15 Holy Communion
10.45 Holy Communion

10.00 Joint Rogation Sunday
Service at Cwmdu

9.30 Holy Communion

9.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Joint Rogation Sunday
Service

9.30 Holy Communion + Baptism

9.30 Matins

Tretower

18.00 Holy Communion

Llangattock

9.30 Holy Communion
11.30 M A Pilgrims Walk

Llangynidr

11.00 Holy Communion
14.00 (approx) M A Pilgrims Walk

11.00 Holy Communion

11.00 Holy Communion

11.00 Matins

10.00 Choral Festival Service
United in Llangattock

Gilwern

10.00 M A Pilgrims Walk,
11.00 Matins, Parish Centre

11.00 Holy Communion
St Elli

11.00 Matins
St Elli

11.00 Holy Communion
St Elli

11.00 Matins, Parish Centre

Brynmawr
Llanbedr

(Vale of Grwyne)

Llangenni

(Vale of Grwyne)

Patricio

(Vale of Grwyne)

9.30 Holy Communion
No service
9.15 Holy Communion
11.15 Holy Communion

18.00 Evensong

18.00 Evensong

9.30 Family Service

9.30 Holy Communion

18:00 Evensong
9.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Joint Rogation Sunday
Service at Cwmdu
10.00 Choral Festival Service

9.30 Holy Communion

9.30 Holy Communion

9.30 Holy Communion

10.45 Holy Communion

9.30 Holy Communion

10.45 Holy Communion

10.00 Joint Rogation Sunday
Service at Patricio

9.15 Holy Communion

10.00 Joint Rogation Sunday
Service at Patricio

9.15 Holy Communion

16.00 Evensong
11.15 Holy Communion

9.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Joint Rogation Sunday
Service at Patricio

St Catwg (Crickhowell) Ministry Area services: a fairly typical monthly rota
This particular Rota reflects the fact that Crickhowell, Cwmdu, Tretower, Llangynidr and Llangattock are currently in interregnum, whilst Gilwern and Brynmawr each have a full
time stipendiary priest, and Llanbedr, Llangenni and Patricio (known collectively as the Vale of Grwyney) also have their own stipendiary priest. There are several retired clergy
who regularly take part in the Rota, and there are also Lay Readers in some of the churches, and a number of trained Lay Worship Leaders, with planning for more in the pipeline.
All clergy, Lay Readers, and some Lay Worship Leaders take services in any of the churches as needed, and the Rota is normally planned 2 months ahead.
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Appendix B
Statistical information

Population of Parish

Age Range

Congregation Range

Mid-week Church Activities

2063

Full age range

70-75 (both services),
aged 2 to late 80s,
predominantly over 60s

Messy Monday (Mums & Tots)
Two Home Groups
TAB Youth Group
Downsizers (slimming club)
Cake and Company

200

All ages, but a high proportion
over 50.

12, mainly aged over 60.

Bell-ringing practice; cleaning
and churchyard maintenance
rota's,

100

Aged 12 to late 80s

12, average age 60 to 80, one
aged 45

C 1000

Mostly retired, but with a growing 43, 16 aged 8 to 12, the rest
number of young families
mainly aged 55 and over.

No services during interregnum.
Bell ringing, choir practice,
churchyard maintenance.

1300

All ages from 0 to 90

15 to 20, mainly aged 60 to 70

None on a regular basis

All ages.

Ordinarily, approx 25, between
50-90 y.o.

Mid week Eucharist; bible study;
coffee morning; tots group; bell
ringers;

C 5000

Majority over 60, with some
young families

20, with four children and the rest Mid week Eucharist, after school
church club once weekly
over 60.

349

All ages, four new houses of
young families ready 2016

Average 12, mostly older, with
occasional services involving
school plus families

C 200

Mostly middle to older age
groups, with occasional children
attending

15 to 25 weekly and midweek

C 27

All ages.

8 to 12 people

Crickhowell

Cwmdu

Tretower

Llangattock

Llangynidr
Llanelli

C 5000
Brynmawr
Llanbedr
Langenny
Patricio
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Once a month: Coffee & Chat,
Kneeler Stitching Group

Open the Book in Church primary
school
Lent lunches
Sewing group
Hosting the occasional concert or
talk.

