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A Message from our Chair:
I am writing this message on a snowy winter’s morning in early December.
A glance through my window towards the white hills, reveals the sort of
view that we imagine when we sing the carol “In the Bleak Midwinter” but
seldom experience until after the Christmas festivities are over!

However, apart from the difficulties for many of our
members of getting to church on such a morning, we faced
another problem on entering the building. The small amount
of water that had previously been in evidence in the north
aisle had become a steady trickle in several places –
unwanted evidence of the work needed urgently to repair
the roof over the nave and aisles.

I am, therefore, pleased to report that the Heritage Lottery Fund have
confirmed their willingness to consider making a grant to repair the roof,
provided that the contract includes also the restoration of the Sir Grimbald
monument, the installation of an i beacon intranet so that people will pick
up detailed historical information via their smart phones, and the
replacement of the West entrance inner wooden doors with glass doors
set in a wooden surround. The total cost of all this work is estimated as
being in the region of £123,000.

The challenge for the church will be to find the “match” funding to
make up the shortfall. We shall pursue all available sources of
grant aid, and our church members will no doubt give generously.
Fundraising has been very successful this year, with a variety of
events and outings bringing the total to just over £4,300.00.
However, much more will need to be secured to ensure a grant
award.

We should like to thank all the Friends of St Edmund’s and everyone else
in our community who have helped and supported us in all our efforts in
both practical and financial ways in 2017.
A very Happy Christmas to you all..
Julian Stedman



Friends News:
The Friends of St Edmund’s Trustees met for a Committee Meeting in
October. It was a productive and friendly meeting, and Minutes of the
Meeting are available from Ros should you wish to see them (email:
secretary@crickhowellparish.org.uk)  The 2018 AGM has been booked for
Thursday 17th May 2018 in St Edmund’s Church.

Church matters:
Update on our Church Building - Our Heritage Project:
The cost of the work referred to in the September Newsletter can be
broken down as follows:

- Replacement of the inner porch door in the region of £4,000
- Repairs to the effigy of Sir Grimbald in the region of £11,400
- Installation of BLE Beacons technology in the region of £17,500
- Roof repair in the region of £90,000
- This totals £122,900

As referred to in the last Newsletter a project
enquiry application was submitted to the Our
Heritage Lottery Fund and a meeting with a
Heritage Officer has taken place.  Our enquiry
has been favourably received and we have been
encouraged to make a full application which we
are now in the process of doing. However, the Our Heritage has a budget
of £110,000 each month and it was suggested that our request for a then
grant of £90,000 was too high to be likely to succeed. It was suggested
that our grant request be brought down to £70,000. This would then result
in a shortfall of something in the region of £53,000.

In an attempt to cover this shortfall we will have to make a number of grant
applications to other grant providers and this is currently underway. I’m
just wondering whether we have any Friends who have any experience of
completing Grant Applications?  If anyone does have skills in this field, I
would love to hear from you, and can be contacted on 07715 591259,
email: anthonys1948@gmail.com

If, as planned, it is our intention to submit Our HLF application on a date in
January 2018 we need all other applications to be made before this date
even if they are not secured so that the amount of the HLF grant can be
brought down to a realistic sum.

Anthony Silwood, People’s Church Warden

Friends of St Edmund's Church – up and coming event:
Brecon Cathedral: From Norman Abbey to 21st Century Cathedral on
Tuesday January 30th at 7:30pm in St Edmund's Church, Crickhowell.
Nigel Morgan will be talking about Brecon Cathedral’s development plans
and aspirations for the future involving the Friends of Brecon Cathedral,
and Dr Mike Williams will give a historical overview of the Cathedral and
all the changes over the years.

This will be followed by a tour of the church, for those of you who
have not had the privilege of being led on a historical tour of St
Edmund's by Eric Gower..

Cheese and wine will be served after the presentation.
We would love to see you all there!
For further information please contact Rosalind Matty:
secretary@crickhowellparish.org.uk

And finally, we would value any comments that you might have about this
edition of our Newsletter, particularly if they relate to topics which you
would like to know more about.  Any comments or suggestions please to
Kaye Bennett, Membership Secretary: 47 Oakfield Drive, Crickhowell,
NP8 1DR or email: friends@crickhowellparish.org.uk   You can also find
out more about St Edmund's Church and how you might get involved by
logging on to the Church website: www.crickhowellparish.org.uk


