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Sept 2017 Report to PCC 

Background to St. Edmunds Prayer Ministry 

Prayer has always been an important part of the church of St Edmund’s.  During the era of the Rev. 
Jonathan Vickery, an opportunity was started by Penny Lindner for volunteers to be available in the 

Lady Chapel after the service on a Sunday morning for any who needed a confidential listening ear 

and prayer.  Penny also started the prayer chain and at one time a pre-service prayer meeting 
although that failed to continue.  

Introduction 

The arrival of our new Rector has provided us an opportunity to look at and appraise the prayer 

ministry.   It is also an opportunity to ensure that all the members of the congregation are aware of 

the prayer support that is available to them and the ways in which they could get involved and 

contribute themselves. Prayer is the lifeblood of the church.  Without it the church is just another 

social club – a nice place to meet like-minded people. Prayer is our communication with Our Father 

in Heaven. We all need to be growing in our relationship with Him, talking to Him and listening to 
Him. None of us have “got there” yet.  

Public Prayer 

Every Tuesday morning at 8.30am there is a simple service of Morning Prayer held in the Lady 

Chapel.  This was started when our Deacon, Sally Rees, asked me (Rennie) to help her to set up a 

weekly prayer meeting to seek God for a new rector and ministry area team leader. It is now 

attended by as many as 10 and is a time for people to share in the intercessions about things that 
concern them, the life of the church, the country and the world. We have seen answers to prayer - 

most noticeably through the appointment of Rev Rana as Rector. It is often finished by moving to 
the court room café for a cup of coffee and a natter.  

Prayer Chain 

This is something that even the shyest of members can be part of. We all have emergencies in our 
lives. That is Life.  Those times when you feel embattled and worried and value someone to stand 

with you. The Prayer Chain operates 24/7. Anyone who has a problem – health, children, work etc – 

can ask for prayer from our team who are ready and willing to pray for you right where they are.  A 
message comes to Melloney and she sends it out on text or email to the team who should all 

receive it simultaneously and are then able to pray for you in the situation you are in. This is 

confidential within the team and is only sent out with the consent of the person concerned. It is 
the Emergency Service of the Church. It is good to see how God honours the prayers of his people. 

Courage for difficult operations and successful outcomes, babies born very prematurely and 

developing well, help in interview situations where nerves can be overwhelming, road accidents…. 
just to name a few. Yes, we have had some requests that did not seem to have been answered as 

we expected, where people have died or been left with long term consequences, but we have also 

seen God helping people through those difficult times too.  
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Pre-service Prayer meeting 

This meeting takes place in the Pray/Play corner, ½ hour before the main service on Sunday 

morning. This is an opportunity for anyone available to meet and pray for the service.  We come 
every Sunday to church to be ministered to.  This is an opportunity to change that and to pray 

dynamically together for all involved in leading the service, asking God’s blessing on them as they 

lead us all in worship, that they might be inspired to speak the Word of God to us today.  We invite 
the Holy Spirit to be with us empowering us to live lives to His Glory.  We pray for all involved, 

whether welcoming people at the door, playing and singing, making tea and coffee, caring for 

children etc. Our desire is that lives will be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Prayer Ministry after mid-morning service 

This is in the Lady Chapel and is available on a Sunday morning but after the mid-morning service.  There is 

a rota of two volunteers available for anyone who needs someone to talk to and for prayer. Again this is 

confidential. This is an opportunity to talk through anything that has struck a chord during the service and 

to deal with things that need sorting out in one’s life. There have been answers to prayer seen in this 

setting too – health issues, work related stresses and family relationships. It is always appreciated when 

people come back to give thanks for prayers answered. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

On the first and third Saturday of each month there is an opportunity for men to meet at 8 am. in 

the Parish Hall at St Edmunds for a prayer breakfast. We share a modest breakfast together 

followed by an informal Bible based discussion lead by one of us, concluding with shared prayer on 

issues that have arisen through our time together. Altogether we spend a couple of hours enjoying 

Christian fellowship.  The invitation is extended to men across the denominations and within 
achievable travelling distance! In short, anyone who has a heart for prayer.  

Plans for Training related to Prayer Ministry 

To help us grow in our personal prayer life and the prayer life of the Church, there are plans to have some 

training sessions that will give us all an opportunity to learn more about this precious resource we have 

available to us. Suggested sessions are: How to lead Intercessions, Public Prayer and How to be an effective 

Prayer Partner in the context of the After Church ministry. Please watch out for notice of these events and 

if possible take advantage of them.   

Conclusion 

We each one of us have a ministry of prayer.  Jeanette Meredith has a ministry of faithfully reading the 

prayer request book in the Lady Chapel and praying through those requests then lighting a candle on behalf 

of all those who write in it – part of the unseen congregation of St Edmund’s. Others pray in the context of 

their homes as part of the Prayer Chain or as part of their ministry as a Lay Pastoral Visitor with the people 

they visit who have difficulty getting out or coming to church.  As followers of Christ, we are all called to 

this ministry in one context or another. Many of us are content to remain in our comfort zone.  The 

challenge of Christ is to step out of our comfort zone and into the world of the Holy Spirit and prayer.  

Please consider and pray about what God is asking of you.  

 

Prayerfully submitted – R & M.Gold. 
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