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Introduction: 
Currently the mission Group comprises: 
Melloney Gold, Sarah Powell and Alison Stedman, with Rev Rana Khan. 
Ed Walker has been approached to join the group and accepted. 
We are currently writing terms of reference and this will appear on the church website. 
 
The Mission group is a part of the whole mission of the church.  We understand 
‘mission’ to mean bringing Christ into our local community, our country and overseas. 
We like Rowan Williams’ definition: Find out what God is doing and get involved with 
Him’. Or as someone else expresses it ‘one beggar telling another beggar where to 
find food.’ 
 
In St Edmund’s we have mission to children and young people, mission to elderly 
people, to people who don’t attend church or who have specific needs. This mission 
group has a local, regional and global focus. We have sought to raise awareness in 
St Edmund’s of organisations with whom we have direct contact and who are meeting 
our criteria of taking Jesus into different parts of the world. We look for use of 
resources being done wisely and fairly and being financially accountable. Some of the 
local organisations are not specifically Christian but they are addressing needs in the 
community. 
 
Following our meeting on 02 November 2018 these items were discussed as taking 
mission forward in St Edmund’s: 
 

• Continuing involvement in Community activities: Walking Festival, Open Studios, 
Literary Festival, Holy Week, Totally Locally, Duck race etc. 
 

• Proposed group visit to N India in 2018/19 to forge links with the Diocese of the 
Archbishop from N India who visited us in October,  
Rt Revd PK Samantaroy. It is envisaged that this will include people from the 
community too. 
 

• Building a link with an overseas worker through CMS. This would be a Ministry 
Area partnership. 
Some of our congregation attending the 2018 CMS conference in Llangasty 
 

• May 2018 Lee Abbey visit for 10 days of prayer – a MA project. 
 

• Renewal of the partnership with Kale Heywet church in Ethiopia, without a financial 
commitment. Being a Connected Church means we get quarterly information about 
the Self Help Groups. 
 

• Quarterly evenings with supper and a mission focus/speaker. 
 
Each November the mission group and Rector prayerfully consider how the church 
can offer financial support to local, regional and global missions. The proposed 
allocation of the annual church giving to mission in 2017 is being submitted to the 
PCC for approval this evening. In the last two years we have narrowed a long list of 



supported organisations overseas to ones which have representatives in the church 
so we can identify their needs and know that money and prayer goes directly to the 
people who need them.  We have been able to make larger donations to these rather 
than spread ourselves too thinly. This year we had £6,000 to distribute. 
Please see separate sheet. 
 
There will be additional collections as usual, e.g. to Shelter Cymru at Christmas, St 
David’s Hospice at the star Service and maybe Christian Aid at the Open Studios 
weekend. 
 
I am happy to answer questions on these or other topics regarding the work of the 
Mission Group. 
 
Alison Stedman 
November 2017 


