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The situation we are now in however is that our appointed contractor
cannot commence work until the 19th of March by which time we hope to
know the outcome of our grant applications. At this time we may not
need to call upon the loan offered by the Parish Hall Charity.

Fortunately, the winter has, so far, been quite dry so the church has not
had too much of a problem with ingress of water. As things stand, work on
the roof along with other aspects of the overall project should commence
on the 19th March 2019.

And finally, we would value any comments that you might have about
our Newsletter, particularly if they relate to topics which you would like to
know more about.  Any comments or suggestions please to Kaye Bennett,
Membership Secretary: 47 Oakfield Drive, Crickhowell,  NP8 1DR or email:
friends@crickhowellparish.org.uk   You can also find out more about St
Edmunds Church and how you might get involved by logging on to the
Church website: www.crickhowellparish.org.uk
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St Edmund’s Church, Crickhowell
Friends of St Edmund's Newsletter:
February 2019

A Message from our Chair: It gives me great pleasure to be writing to
all our Friends at the beginning of a New Year. There are many things to
look forward to in the church, with weddings and the usual assortment of
special occasions, including our contribution to the many festivals held in
Crickhowell. As a church, we are fully engaged with the local community
and are delighted to host so many activities supporting the culture and

economy of the town. Right now, we are preparing
for a Walking Festival in March in which there will
be two special Pilgrimage walks, one of which will

visit St Edmund’s. Later, in May, there will be a special
anniversary Music Festival, featuring a semi-staged

performance of Purcell’s “Fairy Queen” and the wonderful
but challenging Mass in B Minor by JS Bach – what a treat! Make sure you
book a seat, if you can. We are hoping that this will be a year when the
church building will be weather-sealed and when, thanks to the Friend’s
contributions, we will have a far more welcoming entrance.

Thank you all for your continued support of the church. We do value your
commitment to the Friends. Do come along to our Friends’ events –
especially on the 21st February - and we would be delighted to see you at
any of our other activities and at Sunday worship.

With gratitude for your generous giving: Julian Stedman.

Friends News from Kaye Bennett: The Membership of the Friends is
made up of 52 couples and individuals including, families who are
honorary Friends through baptism and newly married
couples, as well as some members of the church and
friends from our local community. It would be lovely
to welcome more "honorary" Friends in becoming
full time supporters of the Friends scheme.
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We have sufficient funds in the Friends bank account to support the cost
of replacing the inner porch doors - a project we are eagerly anticipating
being completed reasonably soon.

Events being planned for 2019:  Elizabeth Siberry has
been confirmed as our speaker for Thursday 21st
February, at 7:30pm in St Edmund's Church, and her talk is
entitled “Two Gentlemen of Crickhowell” , namely Sir
Grimbald and Harry Pirie Gordon. Please do join us and

bring your friends; entry is free, but donations in aid of the Friends of St
Edmund's will be welcome. Refreshments will be available afterwards.

Crickhowell  Walking Festival:  There is a History Walk around Crickhowell
on Sat 16th March from 2pm to 4pm.

Friends AGM – please note that the date has changed from Weds 15th
May to Thursday 9th May Eric Gower is continuing his interesting
research on the Boscawen (Somerset) family and will present the results
of it at the Friends AGM on 9th May in a talk entitled “The Man who
made Arches.”

Fundraising and Social Events at St Edmund’s:
Kathryn Bullon - Fundraising Team Leader: The
festivities are over and it’s time to look forward to
another New Year. We have already been busy, there
are some things organised. There is a concert planned
by The Beaufort Male Voice Choir on Friday 14th June in Church. We will
also be having our usual Open Church events every Saturday in August, with
the Friday and Sunday of the Green Man Festival week as well. (Please put
these in your diaries).  We are planning a trip to Oxford in the spring and
are currently trying to sort out a date. In July we will be putting on a Glitz
and Glamour themed evening so dig out your glad rags for that. Debbie
from Petals will be along to show us what we should be doing with our spring
flowers and we are hoping to serve an afternoon tea with a guest speaker
very soon.
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Sally Rees, our Deacon. Is going on a pilgrimage along
the Camino De Santiago in a couple of months and is
going to ask for sponsorship so please keep your ears
open for that. I’m sorry that we can’t give definite dates

at the moment, we are trying to juggle everything but we will let you
know when things have been decided and booked.

We try really hard to run events that appeal to most people, not just church
members but the wider community as well. It is hard work but we have fun
and a sense of achievement too. We really need more people to help and
bring some fresh ideas. If you would like to help us, please let us know.

Church matters: Update on our Church Building -
Our Heritage Project:  Anthony Silwood, People’s Church Warden:
Major Roof repairs over the Nave and North and South Isles

Following October’s report, further grant applications
were made in order to secure the £65,000 still needed
before the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) would give
permission to start the roof repairs and the work of the
project as a whole. However, we would not know the

outcome of these applications until March 2019. At the time, with winter
coming ever nearer and not wanting to wait until after March 2019 for
work to commence, it was agreed with the Parish House Charity (known
locally as the Parish Hall Charity) that this charity would make a loan
available to the church so that an application could be made to the HLF
for an early January start date. This loan would be repaid to the Parish Hall
upon receipt of any grant monies received. Any shortfall would be repaid
to the charity over a ten year period. An agreement to this effect was
drawn up and presented to the Charity Commission and Representative
Body of the Church in Wales for approval. As you can imagine this did not
happen overnight and the final approval by the PCC for the agreement to
be signed was only given at their meeting of the 24th January 2019. At this
time permission to start was sought from the HLF.


