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The church building and churchyard are 

important for our town: 
 

 As an ancient listed building and enduring place of worship  

 defining the place and its history 

 a resource to support the life of the community 

 providing a strong landmark and visual identity  

 available for key stages in our family lives 

 visited daily by visitors and tourists 

 helping people trace their ancestral history   

 a haven of peace reminding us of our sacred heritage 
 

The Church in Wales is not responsible for the maintenance of local 

church buildings. Regular church-goers contribute generously, but the 

church building will only survive with the financial support of a wide-

range of local people. That’s why we need your help. Here’s how…… 



The Friends of St Edmund’s Scheme 
 

We would like to work in partnership with businesses and local people 

in the town who may not regularly attend services, but who value their 

church building in other ways. We need your help to deliver a 

programme of essential repairs to the ancient fabric and improve the 

building so that it is suitable for the use of future generations.  

 

We want to engage creatively with our Friends, to share ideas and 

make the most of the potential of our church building for everyone. 

You may be able to offer your time and skills to help us in putting 

these projects into action.  

 

.  

 

 



 

Who are the Friends? 
 Individuals and businesses who value the church building and its 

surroundings and who wish to play a positive role in conserving 

and improving them for the enjoyment of future generations. 

 

As a Friend, you will have… 
 the Church’s grateful thanks for your contribution.  

 an opportunity to raise issues and ideas for how the church could 

be conserved and developed.  

 regular information on progress, by means of 

Newsletters and through the Friends website. 

 Invitations to attend the Friends Meetings and 

Social Events to be held during the year. 

 

To become a Friend… 
 complete a simple form and agree to make a modest annual 

contribution to the Friends Scheme. 

 

   



How the Scheme works… 
 

The Church works constructively with the Friends, but any decisions on the use 

of the building and on expenditure will remain ultimately under the control of 

the Parochial Church Council (PCC) made up of annually elected members of the 

church. 

 

1. The PCC oversees both the upkeep of the church and its mission. Amongst 

other things, it is committed to the following agenda: 

 Ensuring the church remains at the heart of community life – serving our 

community 

 Preserving and enhancing the ancient 

building for future generations  

 Improving the church’s current facilities – 

to be fit for purpose in the 21st Century 

 Providing a welcoming resource for locals 

and visitors 

 Maintaining a sacred place/space – a unique 

haven for peace, worship and celebration 

 

2. We expect all our Friends to provide an annual membership donation. We 

would be very happy to receive this in a single payment or on a monthly basis 

through bank transfer. One-off gifts will also be welcomed, and we would 

encourage everyone who can to use Gift Aid. It will also be possible to make 

provision in your Will for a legacy in favour of the Friends. 

 

3. The task of the Friends is not to provide funds for the general running costs 

of the church. The meeting of these costs will continue to be the 

responsibility of the worshipping community. 

 

4. The operational arrangements for the Friends of St Edmund’s Scheme are set 

out in the Constitution.  

 

5. A small Friends Trustees Committee, reporting to the PCC administers the 

Friends Scheme. Trustees are elected at each Annual General Meeting, and 

Officers are elected at the first Trustees Committee after the AGM. 

 

 



 
 

 

What have we been doing? 
 

The past few years have seen a succession of major repair and renewal projects in the church 

building. It is not surprising that a building as old as St Edmund’s should have substantial 

problems that have to be resolved for the good of those who use and value it. Here are some of 

those that have already been addressed: 

 2014 Replacement of boilers and associated power wiring 

 2014 Rewiring of the church building 

 2015 Replacement of the church lighting with low energy system 

 2016 Restoration of the tower clock 

 2016 Repair of the chancel roof 

 2017 New church notice boards erected at south and north approaches 

 2017 Tidying up the churchyard and railings 

 2018 Permanent ramped entrance installed at the west door 

 

 



 

And, as we look to the future? 
 

1. Extensive work is in progress  to address the major repairs to the main 

roof of the church, the cost of which is likely to be in excess of £174,000 

 

2. As part of the major repairs that we are currently undertaking, we are 

installing new glass internal porch doors which will make our main 

entrance at the west door more attractive to visitors - and less draughty 

for those inside the church. 

 

3. We have inadequate toilet and kitchen facilities to support the events we 

already hold, and we intend to address this in the future. 

 

4. We would like to have a dialogue with our Friends on how we can make 

the building more amenable for other community events and activities….. 

 

5. We are hoping to make our churchyard and the surrounding area more 

attractive and welcoming for visitors. 


